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IMPORTANT ECUMENICAL MEETINGS 
PLANNED FOR THE COMING SUMMER 


Several events of major ecumenical impor- 
tance are scheduled for the coming summer 
months. 

Of special significance is the Third World 
Couference on Faith and Order, to be heid at 
Lund, Sweden, August 15-28. Two hundred and 
fifty official delegates, from member churches 
of the World Council of Churches, plus con- 
sultants who will include many of the world’s 
greatest living theologians, will deal with the 
three major topics of The Nature of the Church, 
Ways of Worship, and Intercommunion, and 
view all of these in the light of the recently 
much discussed “social and cultural (non- 
theological) factors” affecting church unity. 

There will be about 70 representatives from 
the United States and Canada. The Archbishop 
of Uppsala, Yngve T. Brilioth, will preside at 
the meetings. Worship services will take place in 
the twelfth century Domkyrkan Cathedral. The 
ancient university town of Lund is in Skane, 
the beautiful chateau country of Sweden. 

The World Council of Churches Executive 
Committee will hold its meeting in Nykobing, 
Denmark, August 11-13. 

The 1953 Kirchentag (laymen’s movement 
of Germany ) is expected to attract thousands of 
visitors from Germany and abroad to Stuttgart, 
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Interior of Domkyrkan, the 12th Century 
Cathedral at Lund, Sweden 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the World Council of 
Churches, Conference of U.S.A. Member Churches, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Dr. Henry 
Smith Leiper, General Secretary; Elsie Thomas 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations. The Coun- 
cil unites 158 Protestant and Orthodox denomina- 
tions in 43 countries. Neither the COURIER nor 
the World Council of Churches is responsible 
for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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Prayer 


Eternal God, Who committest unto us 
the swift and solemn trust of life; since we 
know not what a day may bring forth, but 
only that the hour for serving Thee is al- 
ways present, may we wake to the instant 


claims of Thy holy will, not waiting for 
tomorrow, but yielding today. Consecrate 
with Thy presence the way our feet may 
go, and the humblest work will shine, and 
the roughest places be made plain. Amen. 


( JAMES MARTINEAU ) 


(Summer Meetings—from page 1) 
Germany, from August 26-31. It has been in- 
dicated that churchmen from the eastern zone 
of Germany will be granted permission by their 
state authorities to attend the meeting. 

On September 8-13 the Commission on the 
Life and Work of Women in the Church will 
meet in Lambeth Palace, London. 

Courses scheduled for the Ecumenical Insti- 
tute at Chateau de Bossey, Celigny, Switzerland, 
include one for ministers, July 10-25; one 
for laymen, July 3-12; one for theological stu- 
dents, July 14-August 4; and one for workers 
in Christian education, August 8-15. A medical 
conference will take place July 24-31, and from 
September 6-13 there will be a course for young 
laymen and women in junior managerial posts 
and technical professions. 

Twenty-six work camps under the sponsor- 
ship of the World Council are scheduled for 
15 countries throughout Europe, Asia, and the 
United States between March and July. 

Of major importance also will be the meet- 
ing of the International Missionary Council at 
Willingen, Germany, July 5-18. 


INTER-CHURCH AID—1951 


Of a total of $9,055,000 in known I 
Church aid gifts to European Christians duri 
1951, more than half was spent to assist re 
gees, according to a year-end summary p 
pared by the Department of Inter-Church 
and Service to Refugees of the World Co 
of Churches. 

In addition to $1,652,000 in cash spent 
help Europe’s homeless by the Lutheran Wo 
Federation, World Council of Church 
World’s Alliance of Y.M.C.A.’s and the Worl 
Y.M.C.A., the major portion of 7,682 tons 
church-contributed food, clothing and me 
cines, worth about $4,560,000, was also dir 
to needy refugees on the Continent. 

Cash gifts reported in the World Coun 
summary amounted to $1,792,000 for proj 
of European churches in Austria, Belgi 
Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Greece, H 
gary, Italy, Poland and. Yugoslavia, inclu 
assistance to Old Catholics and Orthod 
diaspora churches in Western Europe. 

Service functions performed by the Wor 
Council on behalf of its Member Churches i 
cluded another $300,000, used to continue pe 
sonnel exchange programs like work camg 
programs for fraternal workers and scholarsh: 
students; health, literature and youth project 
conferences; and liaison, information and 
ministrative assistance, 

Inter-Mission Aid to European missiona: 
enterprises “orphaned” by the second Wor 
War accounted for another $751,000, give 
through the Lutheran World Federation (81% 
and the International Missionary Council. 

Of the $9,055,000: total, over ninety per ce: 
($8,177,000) was provided by Christians in th 
United States, who gave $3,869,000 in cash ar 
$4,308,000 worth of contributed goods. 


A good selection of pictures to illustra 
articles on inter-church aid and service to refi 
gees is available from the World Council offi 
in New York. Please make requests as specif 
as possible. 


SAVE NOVEMBER 21 FOR THE ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL—IN NEW YORK CITY 


-RUSS 


THE NEED REMAINS 
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METHODIST ADDRESS 
LAUDS ECUMENICAL IDEAL 


Presenting the Episcopal Address of the 
Bishops of the Methodist Church to the 1952 
(Quadrennial Methodist) General Conference 
(San Francisco, April 23) Bishop Paul. B. 
Kern, Nashville, Tenn., said concerning the 
ecumenical movement: 

“The most significant movement of modern 
religious history is the growth of the ecumenical 
Church throughout the world. 

“There is no conflict between denominational 
loyalty and adherence to the ecumenical ideal. 
The best way we can serve the Church Uni- 
versal is to serve with intelligence and devoted 
loyalty the Church to which we belong... . 

“This ecumenical movement needs quickly to 
gravitate from official circles to the local church 
and the individual member. We are not inter- 
ested in a spectacular act of ecclesiastic strategy 
upon a world stage. What deeply concerns us 
is that this universal movement toward Chris- 
tian unity should create within the hearts of 
individual believers and local churches a sense 
of the supernal giaudeut of ihe Church to which 
they belong, and lift their eyes from the round 
of petty interests and sectarian rivalries to the 
lofty endeavor of making a whole world Chris- 
tian. We shall move forward, both at home and 


BEQUEST FORM 

Friends of the World Council who de- 
sire to perpetuate by a legacy their 
interest in the Ecumenical Movement, 
may use this simple form of bequest: — 

I give and bequeath to the Friends 
of the World Council of Churches, Inc., 
incorporated under Section 30 of the 


Membership Corporation Law of New 
York State on January 27, 1943, the 
sum of 


Dollars ($... oy 


to be applied to the use and purpose of 
said corporation. 


AN ECUMENICAL TALE 


This story is going around ecumenical circles: : 
In the good old horse and buggy days, a boy 
was driving along a road with a farmer very 


_ skilled in the finer flickings of the whip. When 


a fly settled on the horse’s back a swift flick 
of the whip’s cord would remove it without 
appreciably disturbing the horse. Did a bee 
settle on a roadside flower? Instantly it would 
disappear under the accurately aimed blow of 
the supple lash. Only when the vehicle passed 
near a tree from which hung a wasps’ nest 
were the driver and his whip impressively 
immobile. “Why didn’t you use the whip on 
those wasps?” asked the boy. “Well,” the whip 
expert answered, “they're organized!” Sects no 
less than insects multiply their effectivene: 
when they unite with one another. 


abroad, as God gives us strength, to heal the 
broken body of Christ and unite our forces f 
the conquest of the powers of darkness.” 

The Episcopal Address, which has behind i 
a history of nearly a century and a half, is 
review of the life and thought of the Church 
and its responsibility in contemporaneous life. 
The address is written by a bishop chosen by 
ballot by his colleagues. The contents are care- 
fully and critically reviewed by the entire 
Council of Bishops and are finally presented to: 
the Church bearing the signatures of all the: 
bishops of The Methodist Church. 
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PRENTEGCiSs 


Whitsunday, June 1, 1952 


Message from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet the Churches in the 
World Council fellowship, their congregations and their members on this Whitsunday of 
the year of grace 1952 with the joyous apostolic affirmation: 
“God has not given us a timid spirit but a spirit 
of power and love and discipline.” (2 Tim. 1:7). 


We celebrate today the creation of the Church of Jesus Christ by the Holy 
Spirit. We are reminded that the one distinctive thing about the Church of Christ is 
that it is not founded and maintained by men but by the Spirit which God poured out 
on His people on the day of Pentecost. So we should ask ourselves whether our Churches 
and whether we ourselves really know the Holy Spirit and let the Spirit rule our lives. 


St. Paul bids us remember that the spirit which God has given to the Church is 
not a timid spirit. The Holy Spirit of God forbids us to be fearful for the future of the 
Church, or to be preoccupied with the search for security against real or imagined dangers. 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of power, the life-giving and dynamic Spirit, the Spirit of 
total renewal. It is the Holy Spirit who made the apostles speak God's Word fearlessly 
and now makes the Church go out into the world io announce to ali men in all situa- 
tions the news of the coming of the Kingdom and of the Lordship of Christ in all realms 
of life. 


How could the Church be timid, when it has the Spirit of love? “Perfect love 
casteth out fear.” (1 John 4:18). To love is to share in the work of salvation, in the astound- 
ing offer which God makes to all men. The Spirit of love leads the Church to embrace 
in its prayer, its witness and its works of mercy, men of all races, nations, parties and 
creeds. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of discipline and creates the ordered life. For the Spirit 
builds the Body of Christ so that its members form one undivided whole. “Each receives 
his manifestation of the Spirit of the common good.” (I Cor. 12:7). The Spirit of Pente+ 
cost is the Spirit of Unity. 


There is nothing, absolutely nothing, that the Church needs more than a re- 
kindling of the gift which God gave to it at Pentecost. The Church which lives under the 
guidance of the Spirit is in the midst of human weakness a centre of spiritual power; in 
the midst of conflict and strife a force of reconciliation; in the midst of confusion a creator 
of harmony and justice. Let us pray that the Spirit may once again renew the life of God's 
people: 


VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS: “Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire.” 


THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Signed ATHENAGORAS OF THYATEIRA 


Ervinp BERGGRAV Sarnau CHAKKO 
Marc BoEGNER Joun R. Morr 
GrorFrEY CANTUAR G. BroMLEY OXNAM 
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